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Becoming Annette (2018)
TRT 24:40

Description:
“Becoming Annette” is a short experimental film by Jena Seiler and Tijah Bumgarner. The film 
explores the limits of  acting, the interior life of  women, and the domestic space of  the house through 
one woman’s attempt to become/be Annette Bening.

Full film:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvfEFKcbHpo
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Submeging (split screen) (2018)
Looped video

Two single channel videos (07:34 and 09:12) with audio 
looped. Projection dimensions variable.

Video sample:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYOOBg5yDJM

Description:
“Submerging” begins with questions about water—specifi-
cally with questions about public water systems inspired by 
an accidental spring flowing from an asphalt road. What 
are the limits of  our water systems? Where do they begin; 
where do they end? Where is the water going when we 
hear it rushing underneath a sidewalk? Where has it gone 
when it has ceased to come out of  our faucets? Many of  
us are adept at blocking out sounds of  our environment 
and mechanisms of  our infrastructure. Often such things 
become present only when something goes wrong: when 
there is a breach, an error, a misfire, a disaster. 

Descending below the surface, “Submerging” captures 
moments of  one city’s functioning water system. Incor-
porating video, audio, and photography the installation 
brings the sounds, colors, spaces, movements—even the 
feeling—of  water into relation with visitors. While testing 
the limits of  media to capture the obscure processes and 
spaces of  one public water system, water becomes inescap-
ably present in the gallery.  

Installation view

Video still
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Submeging (wall installation) (2018)
Gloss medium transfers on aluminum (sixty-five 4” x 6” sheets).
Installation dimensions variable.

Detail

Detail

Installation

Seiler, 4/16



Audio pieces:

I (03:19sec): https://soundcloud.com/jena-seiler/submerging-triptych-1

II (03:13sec): https://soundcloud.com/jena-seiler/submerging-triptych-2

III (03:23sec): https://soundcloud.com/jena-seiler/sumberging-triptych-3

Submeging (triptych) 
(2018)
3 metal covers (13” x 9” x 2”) with 
iPods and headphones. Looped 
audio.

Installation
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Say Something, See Something I 
(2018)

8” x 11½,” color poster.
Photo documentation of  “Say Something, See 
Something” poster in London, UK.

Poster I

Description:
Say Something, See Something is a series of  posters that 
play with aspects of  perception in relation to security. 
Inverting the now routine phrase “If  You See Some-
thing, Say Something,” the posters pose questions 
about how we see and assess the world around us.
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Say Something, See Something II and III 
(2018)

Poster III

Poster II
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8” x 11½,” color poster.
Photo documentation of  “Say Something, See Some-
thing” poster in London, UK.



Description:
This series of  photographs examines security cameras on the 
streets and the deployment of  sight by documenting cameras in 
everyday spaces through a restricted frame. By covering the cam-
era lens with a black mask, leaving only a small aperture to see 
through, the photographs become as much about the cameras as 
the blackness that surrounds them.

Detail

Street View (flag). Digital archival prints. 26” x 44”.

Street View series (2016)
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Street View (store window). Digital archival prints. 26” x 44”.

Street View (corner). Digital archival prints. 26” x 44”.

Street View (stop light). Digital archival prints. 
44” x 26”.
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Center to Edge: 
Walking Kossuth Tér to Irinyi U (2015)

Digital archival print, 27½” x 24’.

Detail

Detail

Description: 
Center to Edge is made up of  thousands of  still frames 
from a 29-minute video shot in Kecskemét, Hunga-
ry. In the video, I recorded the changes in the urban 
landscape as I walk from the center of  the city to the 
outer perimeter. The end result is a continuous, albeit 
fragmented, account of  the city and my movement 
through it.
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Deatil

Audio I (00:23sec): https://soundcloud.com/jena-seiler/breathing-on-the-air_me_oakland_laws_
could_limit_police_access_to_body_camera_footage-1 

Audio II (00:17sec): https://soundcloud.com/jena-seiler/breathing-on-the-air_me_protests_begin_
after_grand_jury_declines_to_indict_nypd_offic

Audio III (00:19sec): https://soundcloud.com/jena-seiler/breathing-on-the-air_me_social_media_
spreads_stories_of_black_men_being_shot_by_police

Installation

Breathing on the Air (2015)

3 framed iPhones with headphones, 3 
looped audio pieces. 

Description: 
Using just the breath—inhaling and exhaling—of  radio newscasters reporting on police brutality 
against black men, Breathing on the Air presents a visceral experience of  the broadcasted body against 
the loss of  life being discussed.
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Installation

Deatil

Description:
Abstract Space is a map of  the large swath of  national forest surround Yosemite National 
Park in California, one of  the first National Parks established in the United States.

Abstract Space: Nature 
(2015)
Cut graph paper, fishing 
wire, light bulb. Dimensions 
variable. 
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Film still. Film still.Film still.

Film still.

fault line (2013)
TRT 05:35

Description:
“fault line” imagines a disjuncture in Google Street level view as an opening to reconsider the site beyond 

Google’s constructed terrain. The short film suggests the visceral and physical world of  experience that escapes 
Google’s virtual reproduction as it imbues the split with live action scenes from the same site.

Full film:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=OTDKrLccuPk
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Deatil

Deatil

Deatil

Installation

Along the Periphery; aligning the Appalachian and Albertine Rift 
Mountains (2012)
Over one-thousand 1-inch gloss medium images adhered to the gallery walls.

Description:
Along the Periphery envisions two resource rich regions—Appalachian 
and Albertine Rift Mountains—that have long been defined by 
economies of  extractions as interconnected by aligning the horizons 
of  over a thousand found photos. 
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Installation

Deatil

Deatil

Bearing East (2012)
Gloss medium transfer projection screen, 6 channel video, pedestals, DVD 
players, projectors, speakers, paper clamps, nylon line.

Description: 
Flying across the Atlantic Ocean, moving from The Empire 
State toward Hungary, formally part of  the Eastern Bloc, 
Bearing East explores the construct of  “West vs East” and the 
desire to locate the familiar as the Other starts to material-
izes.
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Wall text:
A teal mini van with a New Mexican License plate looks suspi-
cious 40 yards from the border fence; everything looks suspicious 
as the wall partitions the expansive terrain. 

A border is the part of  a surface that is nearest to its boundary, 
although it may refer to the boundary line itself.

Further than Ohio: locating the border between 
home and Mexico (2012)
Plexiglas, 35mm slide-film, slide projector.
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Deatil

Installation


